TOWN OF MANSFIELD
FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING
MINUTES OF APRIL 12, 2010

Members Present: W. Ryan, C. Schaefer, D. Keane
Council Members Present: Meredith Lindsey
Staff Present: C. Trahan, Jennifer Kaufman, Curt Vincente

Guests: Open Space Committee members — Vicky Wetherell, Mrchael AEIrson Jim Morrow,
Quentin Kessel -

Meeting called to order at 6:00pm.
1. Minutes from 03/08/10 meeting approved as presented

2. Open Space Committee members joined the Frnanee Committee to encourage that the
proposed bonding authorization of $1,000,000.that was presented at referendum in
November, 2009 be again included in the 2010+ ndum:- While the quéstion passed,
there were not enough voters present to authorize _bondlng Jennifer Kaufman will
provide information on the cost of community services: :Jennifer will also provide
information on the Moss Sanctuary and the Moss Tract: information attached)

The Finance Committee will flag thrs |tem for follow up with the:'fult Council.

3. Cherie Trahan reviewed the Willimantic:&. UConn water sewer budgets. Cherie
explained the 5 year mternai aud:’r performed by the finance staff on the UConn water &
sewer billings.. [}

Committee agre
WPCA.

o} recommend that the 2_{)_09/10 sewer budgets be adopted by the

4. The, Commrttee drscuss

the preeen:’réﬂon o the public on the Council’s adopted
budget '

5. 'E':'Ad;ournment Thei_:; eetlng ad;ourned at 7:05pm.

Motions:

Motion was made to aocept the March 8, 2010 minutes by Denise Keane. Seconded by
Carl Schaefer. All i favor motion so passed

Motion was made to endorse the acceptance of the 2009/10 Willimantic & UConn sewer
budgets by the Town Council acting as the WPCA, by Carl Schaefer, seconded by
Denise Keane. All in favor, motion so passed.

Motion to adjourn.

-Respectfully Submitted,
Cherie Trahan
Director of Finance

\Wth-file-01 .ma;nsfiel.d.mansﬁeldot.net\tothaﬂ\Finance\Finance Committee\Fin Comm
041210.doc
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Cherie A. Trahan

From: JenniferS. Kaufman
Sent:  Monday, April 12, 2010 6:52 PM
To: Cherie A. Trahan

Subject: Moss Sanctuary Transaction

Hi Cherie:

While the Town is credited with the preservation of the 135-acre Moss Sanctuary, this transaction was part
of a larger transaction that included:

» The 96-acre North property on Mason Road in Willington, a mature hardwood forest on the eastern
bank of a scenic stretch of the Fenton River. Purchased by CFPA from the Town of Willington in 2005,
the Norih property was a gift to the town from Mr. Daniel North. In accordance with his wishes, the
proceeds of CFPA’s purchase were used to contribute to the building of Willington's first stand-alone
public library. As part of the new agreement, the CFPA conveyed the land to UConn.

s The 135-acre Albert E. Moss Sanctuary located at the corner of South Eagleville Road and Route 195 in
Storrs. The Moss Sanctuary is a maturing oak-hardwood forest that includes Tift Pond and a well-
established hiking trail system. It is situated across South Eagleville Road from the Mansfield town
offices and Commiunity Center. UConn conveyed the land fo CFPA, which then conveyed it to the Town
of Mansfield.

» The Moss Forest Tract, a 300-acre forest in Willington. The Moss Forest Tract abuts the North property
and the two parcels combined are 396 acres of upland deciduous forest, bisected by the Fenton River
and one of its significant tributaries, Eidredge Brook. The Moss Tract has been designated a research
forest by the University. UConn conveyed to CFPA a 50-year conservation restriction

» UConn also conveyed to CFPA permanent trail easements over the blue-blazed Nipmuck trail that
lies within the North property, the Moss Forest Tract, and the Fenton Tract of the UConn Forest.
The Nipmuck Trail, like all the 825 miles of blue-blazed hiking trails, is open to the public for
passive use. Approximately three miles of blue-blazed hiking trail are now protected, the largest
single trail easement ever acquired by CFPA

Hape this helps,
Jennifer

4/12/2010
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Cherie A. Trahan

From: Jennifer S. Kaufman

Sent: Monday, April 12, 2010 6:58 PM
To: Cherie A. Trahan

Subject: Cost of Community Services info
Attachments: 20100412185544921.pdf

Hi Cherie:

| am attaching a summary of eight Cost of Community Service Studies (COCS) completed in Ct. Paula
Stahl of the Green Valley Institute has done many of these COCS. She is a former municipal director of
finance. She is a wealth if info on this subject and would be happy to help the town anytime with this
issue.

Let me know if you need further info.
Thanks.

Jennifer S. Kaufman

Parks Coordinator

Mansfield Parks and Recreation
10 South Eagleville Road
Storrs-Mansfield, CT 06268
860-429-3015x204
860-429-9773 (Fax)

4/12/2010



Fiscal Benefits: Farm and Forest Lands .- .

Io-.-oﬁ‘
Help Maintain Lower Property Taxes

In 2007, the town of Lebmon undertack a
build-out analysis to understand the impacts of
development based on curvent Tond use regnlations,
including the fiscal impact of this development.

The study determined that in 10 years,
with a 10 percent growth rite,
‘the town would need to increase faxes -
to cover an additional $2.2 million in
conmmunity services reguired by the new growlh.

" .._g’y,cuuo‘uoau---touauouuu-

Cost of Community Services (COCS) studies use
muricipal data to determine the fiscal contribution of
various local land uses. These case studies compare the
cost of mumicipal services needed for farm and forest
land, residential, and commerdal and industrial property
to the revenues generated from these lands. Over 20 years
of COCS studies ardumd the country have shown that
farmland and other open space generate more public
revenue than they require
in municipal services.

Includes: raw honey, comb honey, beeswax candles, maple
syrup, candy and sugar.

¢ Connecticut farmers produce approximately
11,000 gallons of maple syrup each year.

o There are 62,000 taps for maple syrup in the state,

o Connecticut has approximately 125 farms that sell
132,000 pounds of honey each year.

As many as 40 ga]loﬁs
of sap are needed to make
1 gallon of wnaple syrup.

Cbnnecﬁc‘ut Department of Agri-
culiure, 2007; NASS New England,
2005. -

www.ciplanningforagriculture.com . PLANNING FOR AGRICULTURE: A GUIDE FOR CONNECTICUT MUNICIPALTITES

Even when farmland is T ' o . :
assessed at its current Cost to Provide Community Services per Dollar of Revenue Raised?
agricultural use value ' . . y .
under Public Act 490, Town (year of study) Residertial Commercial and industrial Working and- Openland
farmland generates a Bolton (1998) - - . 1.05 0.23 . 050 ..
surplus to help offset the Brooklyn (2002) - -.- . 1.09 017 - .. . 030 -
shortfall created by resi- Durham (1995) . 1.07 027 . 023
dential demand forpub- | parmington (1995). .33 032 - 031
He services. A review of Lebanon (2007) 112 0.16 Lo 017
COCS research in eight . A ) : - '
Connecticut towns shows Litchfield (1995) 1.1 0.34 : S 034
that for each dollar of Pomfret (1995) © = 106 027 o086 "
property tax revenue Windham (2002) . 115 024 - 0 019
generated by working . R
lands, on average only Mechanl I 111 0.2? A . 0'31.;
31 cents is required in U.S. Median 119 - 029 ° o037
municipal services. e

H Maple Syrup and Honey B Meat

Includes: lamb, beef, pork, goat and veal.

¢ There are 67 meat producers in Connecticut.

& Many other farros raise sheep and goats for milk and
fiber; the state is horne to more than 5,000 sheep
and 2,500 goats,

Locally vaised meat is available at farmers’
markets, farm stands and farm stoves througheut
the year. -

Connechicut Department of Agriculture, 2007,
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